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SUBJECT: AL-THAWRAH EDITOR COMMENTS ON INTERIM SINAI SETTLEMENT 

1. SUMMARY: AL-THAWRAH EDITOR ALI SULAYMAN. WHO CLOSE TO SARG 
LEADERSHIP, IN TWO SUCCESSIVE COLUMNS HAS ANALYZED ISRAELI 
OBJECTIVES BEHIND NEGOTIATING 

INTERIM ACCORD AND JUSTIFIED RESTRAINED SYRIAN REACTION. 

CLAIMED THAT ISRAEL MOTIVATED BY DESIRE TO AVOID FURTHER 
ISOLATION, REAP REWARDS OF US BEEVOLENCE, DIVIDE SYRIA 
FROM EGYPT, AND STRIKE AT PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE AND 
SYRIAN ARMY. SULAYMAN EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF THAT ISRAEL 
WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO DIVIDE ARAB FRONT-LINE STATES AND 
STATED SYRIAN RETICENCE IN RESPONDING TO "WHAT HAS BEEN 
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TAKING PLACE IN REGION" REFLECTED FEAR THAT SYRI'S 
COMMENTS MIGHT BE EXPLOITED IN ORDER TO CREAT SPLIT IN 
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ARAB RANKS. WE VIEW THIS AS PLAUSIBLE, IF PERHAPS ONLY 
PARTIAL RATIONALE OF SARG THINKING. END SUMMARY 

2. EMBASSY WISHES DRAW ATTENTION TO 

TWO RECENT EDITORIALS BY ALI SULAYMAN, EDITOR OF AL-THAWRAH AND 
FORMERLY PRESS OFFICER AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. IN AUG 30 
ISSUE, SULAYMAN ANALYZED ISRAELI MOTIVATION FOR AGREEING 
TO INTERIM ACCORD AS FOLLOWS: 

A. DESIRE TO AVOID FURTHER INTERNATIONAL ISOLATION 
AND EXULSION FROM UN; 

B. ATTEMPT TO DIVIDE CONFRONTATION STATES; 

C. INDUCE RENEWED AMERICAN MATERIAL, FINANCIAL 
AND POLITICAL SUPPORT; 

D. INCREASED EXPANSION OF AMERICAN SPHERE OF 
INFLUENCE IN REGION; 

E. HOPE THAT ARAB UNITY, AS EXPRESSED IN RABAT 
RESOLUTIONS, COULD BE UNDERMINED; 

F. ATTEMPT TO STRENGTHEN ISRAELI POSITION ON GOLAN 

AND WEST BANK BY STIPULATING IN SINAI ACCORD THAT AGREEMENT 
NOT CONDITIONAL ON FURTHER WITHDRAWAL FROM THESE TWO FRONTS. 

3. SULAYMAN THEN RESPONDED TO EXPRESSIONS OF "ASTONISHMENT 
AT ARAB SILENCE TOWARD WHAT IS GOING ON" BY ADMITTING THAT 
"WE ARE LESS TALKATIVE SO THAT OUR WORDS WILL NOT BE 
EXPLOINTED AGAINST THE INTERESTS OF THE ARAB CAUSE OR TO 
CREATE A SPLIT AMONG BROTHERS THAT WOULD SERVE THE ISRAELI 
ENEMY." HE ADDED THAT SYRIA HAS BEEN WORKING CONTINUOUSLY 
TO COORDINATE ITS POSITION WITH BOTH PLO AND JORDANIANS AND 
COMMENTED, "IS THAT NOT AN EXPRESSION OF THE POSITION OF 
THE SYRIAN REGION AND ITS VIEWS TOWARD ALL THAT HAS BEEN 
TAKING PLACE IN THE REGION?" 

4. 1 FOLLOW-UP COLUMN NEXT DAY, SULAYMAN OUTLINED SYRIAN 
PERCEPTION OF ISRAELI STRATEGY OF "AGGRESSION AND EXPANSION 
DIRECTED TWOARD ARAB EAST" AND LISTED FOLLOWING AS ISRAELI 
OBJECTIVES: 

A. ATTEMPT TO ISOLATE SYRIA FROM EGYPT; 

B. ENJOY RESPITE FROM CONSTANT CRISES GENERATED BY 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PRESSURES WITHIN ISRAELI SOCIETY; 
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C. CHANCE TO DEVOTE ENTIRE ATTENTION TO SUBVERTING 
EASTERN FRONT; 

D. OPPORTUNITY TO "SETTLE ACCOUNTS" WITH PALESTINIAN 
RESISTANCE MOVEMENT; 

E. OPPORTUNITY TO " ISOLATE AND STRIKE SYRIAN ARMY." 

5. 1 CONCLUSION, SULAYMAN REMARKED THAT ISRAEL'S ABILITY 
TO ACHIEVE IT S GOLAS WILL DEPEND UPON ARAB VIGILANCE, AND 
STATED THAT "I AM ON EO F THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT NOTHING 
COULD SEPARATE THE ARAB WEST FROM ITS EAST." 
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6. COMMENT: SULAYMAN'S ASSERTION THAT SYRIAN RETICENCE 
REGARDING INTERIM AGREEMENT HAS BEEN MOTIVATED BY DESIRE TO 
PREVENT EXPLOITATION OF ITS COMMENTS RINGS TRUE AS AT 
LEAST PARTIAL EXPLANATION OF SARG'S BEHAVIOR. 

7. MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. 

MURPHY 
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